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Calendar of 
Events  

April:  

30th FREE SHRED 
DAY  

 

May: 

Hamilton County’s Coalition to 
STOP Fraud, Scams, 
and Abuse    Senior 
Fraud  Awareness 
Month  

May is Older American Month  

5th: Cinco de Mayo 

21st: Wesley         
Services    
Organization’s 
Dancing Under the 
Stars Event at     
Radcliff Building  

30th: Memorial Day  

 

June:  

1st: WesleyLinks     
Meeting at John 
Wesley United    
Methodist Church — 
noon  

14th: Flag Day 

 

July: 

WCS is proud to welcome a new 
AmeriCorps VISTA  

4th: Independ-
ence Day 

 

 

Warm greetings, 

I am amazed that I have 
been the CEO for Wesley 
Services Organization for 
one year!  The year flew by 
and an exciting year it has 
been. 

This year Wesley Services 
Organization, the parent 
organization for Wesley 
Community Services and 
Lincoln Crawford adopted 
new vision and mission 
statements. 

Our Vision is that our 
community ensures the 
dignity of all seniors and 
offers access to services 
required to help live the 
lifestyle they choose. 

Our Mission is that 
Wesley Services            
Organization promotes 
the independence of    
seniors, enhancing their 
lives through essential  
services and support for 
their family and the    
community. 

As you read through the 
newsletter you will       
discover the quality      
activities and programs we 
are undertaking to make 
our vision and mission a 
reality at Wesley        
Community Services.  We 
aren’t just delivering 
meals, or transporting 
people, or assisting them 
in their homes.  We are 

creating a network of  
people who love working 
with seniors, whether paid 
or volunteer, who value all 
people as precious and 
sacred.  We extend extra 
time and talent to offer 
comfort, and meet the 
needs of our clients where 
we are able. 

I thank you for your    
support and all that you 
do making Wesley     
Community Services a 
strong and dynamic      
organization. 

In the love of Christ, 
Stephanie 
Rev. Stephanie Tunison, MA, PCC 
Chief Executive Officer 
Wesley Services Organization 

Welcome Letter from Wesley Services Organization CEO 

Wesley Community      
Services is proud to     
provide up-to-date       
information on all the new 
developments happening 
at our organization . We 
hope to bring you updates 
every three months.  

2011 has already been a 
very busy time.  We have 
been fortunate to attract 
new volunteers to our 
agency resulting in more 
services for our senior  

clients.  We have just been 
the recipient of Girl Scout 
cookies from Troops 
#41962 from  Fairfield 
East  Elementary School 
and #48546 from St.          
Antonius School in  
Covedale.  We also      
received magnets made 
from various plastic lids, 
especially designed by 
fifth grade students 
from Our Lady of Vic-
tory in Delhi Township.   

These two efforts are   
important not only for 
what they provide our  
seniors but also helping 
the      students become 
aware of the needs of 
elder Cincinnatians.  
Wesley can serve as a 
bridge between            
generations providing  
understanding and       
support. 

Stephen Smookler, MSSA, MBA 
Executive Director          
Wesley Community Services  

Wesley Community Services’ First “Dispatch” Edition  
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“We are excited about our   

current March For Meals    

campaign. Our goal is to     

recruit as many people as we 

can who will Take the Pledge 

to end senior hunger in    

America by 2020,”  

said Stephen Smookler,        

Executive Director,  

Wesley Community  

Services. 

Wesley Community Services 
(Wesley) participated in its 6th 
annual 2011 March For Meals  
national campaign by       
declaring the week of March 21
-25 “March For Meals 
Week.” Wesley has participated 
in this national event since 
2006, with dozens of mayors 
and local elected officials     
participating. This year,       
hundreds of elected officials 
across America will delivered 
meals to seniors demonstrating 
their support for the Meals-On-
Wheels program in their     
communities. As part of this 
event, Wesley asked each    
community participant to    
officially declare March 21-25, 
2011, “March For Meals Week” 
and provide an official       
Proclamation. 

“We are excited about our current 
March For Meals campaign. Our 
goal is to recruit as many people as we 
can who will Take the Pledge to end 

senior hunger in America by 2020,” 
said Stephen Smookler, Executive 
Director, Wesley Community Ser-
vices. 

In 2010, Wesley Community 
Services’ Meals-On-Wheels 
program delivered nearly 
250,000 nutritious meals,     
including physician-prescribed 
Senior Choice™ meals for  
individuals with diabetes,     
cardiac disease,  kidney disease, 
high blood pressure, and    
swallowing and chewing    
problems. 

March For Meals is initiated 
and sponsored nationally by the 
Meals-On-Wheels Associa-
tion of America (MOWAA) to 
raise awareness of senior     
hunger and to encourage action 
on the local level. Meals-On-
Wheels programs across the 
United States promote March 
For Meals in their local             
communities through public 

events, partnerships with local 
businesses, volunteer           
recruitment, and fundraising 
initiatives. The campaign takes 
place in the month of March 
because it was during this 
month that Congress passed the 
Older Americans Act, which 
included the creation of Senior 
Nutrition Programs. 

An integral part of the 2011 
March For Meals campaign was 
for Americans to team up with 
their local Meals-On-Wheels 
program and Take the Pledge to 
end senior hunger in America 
by 2020. This national      
movement comes at a time 
when MOWAA research    
studies have shown that the 
problem of senior hunger in 
America is growing, with one in 
nine seniors at risk of hunger in 
the United States.  

Take the Pledge on MOWAA’s 
website at www.mowaa.org. 

Meals-on-Wheels Driver Sue Anne Baker, 
Joanne Koester, and Senator Eric Kearney  

Meals-On-Wheels Driver Sue Anne Baker, 
LaVern Miller and Forest Park Mayor Charles 

Johnson  

St. Bernard Vice Mayor Curtis Walden, 
Cleveland Saunders and Meals-On-Wheels 

Driver Joe Sansone 

Meals-On-Wheels Driver Charles Kuhn, 
Raymond Conner, and Boone County    

Director of Human Services Kirk Kavanaugh 

Stephen Smookler, Meals-On-Wheels Driver 
Ray Schweitzer, US Congressman Steve 

Chabot, Katharina Friedrich 

Hamilton Co. Commissioner Todd  Portune,  
Edward Super and Meals-On-Wheels Driver 

Norb Henrich 

Montgomery Mayor Gerri Harbison, Albert 
Oden, and Meals-On-Wheels Driver Sue Ann 

Baker 

Meals-On-Wheels Driver Bill Danner, Cora 
Colvin, and Ohio Representative Denise 

Driehaus 

Greater Cincinnati Communities Participate in National March for Meals 



“I am very thankful 

to receive the 

nutritious meals from 

Wesley Community 

Services. All of my 

prayers have been 

answered.” 
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On Wednesday, February 16th, 
Wesley Community Services, 
under contract with Boone 
County Fiscal Court, launched 
a pilot Meals-On-Wheels     
program to benefit Boone 
County elderly seniors. 
On the first day of service, 17 

Boone County elderly seniors   
received Dietary Reference  
Index Meals that meet         
government nutritional     
guidelines. 
One of the first clients to    

receive meals was Mrs. H who 
stated, “I am very thankful to 
receive the nutritious meals 
from Wesley Community    
Services. All of my prayers have 
been answered.” 

“With our Client Choice      
program, seniors love the fact 
that they can eat the meals they 
enjoy most as often as they 
want,” stated Rev. Stephanie 
Tunison, MA, PCC, Chief   
Executive Officer, Wesley   
Services Organization, parent 
entity of Wesley Community 
Services. 
Stephen Smookler, Executive   

Director, Wesley Community   
Services, explains “Seniors will 
have a choice of 15 nutritious 
meals delivered to their home 
on a bi-weekly basis.” 
Kirk Kavanaugh, Director of 

Boone County Department of 
Human Services, stated “The 
County was very impressed 

with the quality and             
affordability of the meals as well 
as the leadership at Wesley 
Community Services.” 
Shelley Kelch, Director of 

Case Management Services 
Northern Kentucky Area  
Development District, stated 
“The Home Delivered Meals       
Program is an essential service 
for individuals who are 60 years 
and older  trying to remain  
independent in their homes. 
Boone County’s Pilot expands 
the availability of the Home 
Delivered Meal Program while 
adding the component of 
choice for individuals.”   
For more information contact 

NKADD at 859-283-1885. 

Kentucky Implements Pilot Meals Program 

Wesley Community Services 
served its 2,000,000th Meals-
On-Wheels on Thursday, 
March 9. The meal was      
delivered to Mr. Lee Larsh of 
Delhi Township by veteran 
west side meals delivery driver 
Ray Schweitzer. Mr. Larsh gets 
meals delivered daily and on 
Fridays he receives three meals 
to get him thru the weekend. 

“Their great!” was Mr. Larsh’s 
comment when asked how the 
meals taste. Mr. Larsh has been 
receiving Meals-On-Wheels 
from Wesley Community     
Services since 2008. “Ray, my 
meals delivery man is a fantastic 
gentleman. He even brings in 
my newspaper and the mail” 
says Mr. Larsh. “Wesley does a 
great job” he said. 

“We are so very proud to     
deliver our 2,000,000th Meals-
On-Wheels straight from our 
new state-of-the-art kitchen” 
says Stephen Smookler,       
Executive Director. “We 
moved in to our new 24,500 
square foot facility in Price Hill 
a little over a year ago and it 
allows us to do even a better 
job for our senior clients”. 

2,000,000th Meal Delivered 

Wesley’s Home Care Program 
has added a new service to   
better serve our senior clients – 
personal care!  To help seniors 
stay safe, comfortable and   
independent in their own 
homes, Wesley’s Home Care 
Assistants provide a variety of 
services.  In addition to house 

cleaning, laundry and ironing, 
grocery shopping and errand 
running, we can now help with 
personal care, including bathing, 
dressing, grooming, and oral 
and skin care.  We can also  
provide respite care to help the 
caregiver. 

Our Home Care Assistants are 
thoroughly trained and 
bonded. 

For more information call:    
513-244-5490. 

Wesley Home Care Adds Personal Care 
Wesley Community Services would 
like to recognize Jim Churchill as 
one of our outstanding volunteers.  
Jim works Thursday mornings in 
our Carl Lindner Meals-On-Wheels 
kitchen on the production line, and  
wherever needed. “I’m trying to do 
something for other people, even if 
it is something small like fold 
boxes.” 
Jim is a master gardener and enjoys 
taking classes at the OLLIE learning 
center through UC. 

Sarita Williams has joined our team 
through the Mature  Services pro-
gram.  Originally from Cincinnati, 
Sarita worked at AAA as a dispatcher 
for 30 years.  “I am glad to be here,” 
she says.  She works in the kitchen, 
and helps by doing laundry, folding 
boxes, mopping, and washing dishes.  
  
Mature Services is a national program 
through Community Action that 
allows senior 55+ to train for new 
careers.  Seniors are placed in        
non-profit organizations to train for 
new jobs.  



“Volunteers don't get 

paid...not because 

they're worthless, but 

because they're 

priceless.”                   

~  Author Unknown 
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Wesley Community Service’s 
WesleyLinks network is proud 
to announce 
the success 
of the Senior 
Fraud Series.  
April 6th 
marked the 
official kickoff date.   

Hamilton County               
Commissioner Greg Hartmann 
and the Better Business Bureau 
Foundation’s Erika Lehman 
were speakers at the meeting at 
Westwood United Methodist 

church.  The meeting received 
coverage from local news    
channels 5, 9, and 19.   

Commissioner Hartmann    
discussed the new initiative 
through his office, the       
Hamilton County Coalition 
to STOP Fraud, Scams, and 
Abuse.  Commissioner       
Hartman spoke about the    
targeting of seniors by        
scammers, and how it is       
important to educate church 
members about the threats  
seniors face.  

The BBB’s Erika Lehman       
discussed the current top eight  
scams , and provided the     
audience with  useful handouts 
and resources for how to spot 
and report a scam.   

The next WesleyLinks meeting 
will be on June 1st at John 
Wesley United Methodist 
Church.  Fifth Third bank will 
be presenting the program on 
financial and banking fraud.   

 

WesleyLinks Series on Senior Fraud and Scams 

The specialized transportation 
department announced the addi-
tion of a new van to our fleet of 
vehicles.  The van, received on 
March 26th,  was provided by a 
grant from Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT).  We 

look forward to the clients we 
can serve with another wheel-
chair accessible van. 

According to Mike Hodges, 
Director of Transportation and 
Nutrition, Wesley now has a 

fleet of twenty-two vehicles with 
eleven of the vehicles being 
wheel-chair accessible vans, and 
the other eleven being sedans. 

 

Specialized Transportation– New Vehicle 

Wesley Community Services has 
developed partnerships with the 
University of Cincinnati to sup-
port student learning and com-
munity involvement.  WCS has 
partnered with several depart-
ments within the University 
including a service learning  
project through the Center for 
Service Learning and Civic 
Engagement, internships 
through the Center for        
Cooperative Education     
Research and Innovation and 
the School of Social Work, and 
work study opportunities 

through the Office of          
Financial Aid.   

In addition, one of the longest 
running of these partnerships is 
with the College of Allied 
Health Sciences in Dietetics 
program.  Students studying to 
be dieticians come to Wesley 
Community Services for a one 
week clinical to work in the 
Meals-On-Wheels program and 
other Wesley services  so they 
gain real world experience in 
working with the elderly . 

Students come to Wesley to 

experience all aspects of the 
Meals program from ordering 
supplies and food to the delivery 
of the meals.   

The School of Social Work has 
utilized Wesley as a field    
placement site for both         
undergraduate and graduate 
students.  Wesley, most recently, 
has serves as a field placement 
for students in the aging track 
that received special funding 
from the Hartford Foundation. 
Social work students have been     
involved in assessing client  
eligibility for services. 

Wesley Continues Partnerships with UC 

Since 2002, Earl Jones has 
been the transportation     
dispatcher for WCS.  Earl 
dispatched at a local taxi   
company before coming to 
Wesley.  Earl has really gotten 
to know the clientele, a knack 
that is extremely beneficial to 
his position.  His ability to 
place clients with the correct 
driver, vehicle, and equipment 
has helped WCS maintain the 
level of service that our clients 
have come to expect.  “I thor-
oughly trust him.  With what 
he does, it is a tough job to fill.  
He is very good and dedicated 
to his job,” say Mike Hodges,     
Director of  Transportation 
and Nutrition at WCS. 

Employee Highlight 

Wesley Community Services’ 
newest transportation fleet  
addition.  The van was provided 
by a grant from the Ohio            
Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) 






